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Project Team Wins Disability Award

A Cooperative Research Centre for Construction Innovation
F';ndll-:t aimad at improving access to new and existing buildings

rugenrle with a disabllity has won the Queansland Government's
2007 Disability Action Weak Award in the Building and Accessible
Environments Category.

The award for Wayfinding In the built environment was presented by the
Cueensland Government’s Disakility Services Minister Warren Pitt at &
function at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre at South Bank
today (17 July 2007},
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Queensland’s Department of Public Warks (QDPW) was a key participant
in the propact, along with the CSIRG, the Queensland University of
Technalogy, the Australian Building Codes Board (ABCE) and the Building
Comrmissian,

In congratulating the recipients, GDFW Minister Robert Schwarten said
the project team had achieved a number of practical salutions to
IMproving access to new and axisting property for paopla with a disability,

*The project commenced in 2002 and Identifiad wayfinding systems,
technalogies and devices approprigte for paaple with 8 sensary
Imjl:;alrment, particularly people with vision impairment,” Mr Schwarten
g,

"Ik has a5 identified systems, technologies and devices making access
to properties easier and safer for all people.

The team has developed Wayfinding Design Guidelines to foster a
reasonable, practical and comprahensive design approach to assist
desigmers, developers, property owners and property managers in
idantifying ways of iImproving access to their new ar existing property,

particularly bulldings and large complex facilities.”

Brisbane Sgquare - This photo demonstrates a
recognised marker within the streetscape
providing impartant information for wistors o
the square, [buses reised tactile lattering and
Braille for the vision-impaired. The use o
tactile ground surface indicators &t the base
of the sign |5 significant. Thase form part of a
designed tactile wayfinding trail threugh
Brisbane's city strests.

Mr Schwarten said the guidelines represented material sourced from
experts such as Architects, Lamdscaps Architects, Lawyers, Engineers,
Building Surveyors, Bullding Regulators, Access tonsultants, paople with
local expertise, and, persons with a disability.

"The design guidelines ara intendad to be fAexible within the context of a
built environment and can be used by designers fram a number of
parspectives including systems for pedestrians, oyclists, drivers of
vehicles, building occupants, and visitors, including local or international
tounsts.

Taam Laader, Ron Apalt, from the Department of Works, said the vision
impaired are often forgatien in the planning and designing of buildings,
public outdoor urban spaces and natural outdoor environments.

“Our document has been complled with an emphasis on new buildings
and the immadiate spaces Surrounding thess Buildings, Howavar, the
document i5 equally applicable for any upgrade proposals for existimg
buildings, improving wayfinding around arge complaxes, such 85
university campuses, hospitals, schoals,” Mr Aplet said.

"It iz easlly transferable also to urban spaces like malls and shopping
centres as the dES-i_Qr'I PANCIpES remain constant regardless of the type of
spaces and places.

Keith Hampson, Construction Innovation’s CEQ, said: "Any waylinding
systam is more than just signs. It encompasses archibecture, landscape
grchitecture, intericr design, lighting and cognitive landmarks,

"It is essentially about the design of spaces that should assist users in
spatial problem solving by prowviding a consistency of clues throughout
the spaces,

“Tf'!'&rt‘! are Faur primary communicative elements (commaonly refarred to
as ‘clues’) or criteria types - architectural, graphic, audible and tactile
CoTimiuriiCation,

"Ik is recogrised that an overlap of "Clues’ exist, however as a "thinkin
and dedskon tool’ each of the primary communicative eleme ntﬁr[clues
are broken down into 4 collection of questions ta facilitake a&n in
decision-making process.

“The Bullding Code of Australia (BCA) provides a useful framework that
lerds itself a5 a codified means of ensuring Some wayfinding devices and
gystems are implementad into & building and/or development project.
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“The BCA has historically and principally dealt with “health and safety' and
“amenity” isswes (as thay ralate to health and safety).

"However, the BCA has progressively changed b 5'ystematicalliy dealing
with issues such as, the inclusion of a buildings functionality relating to its
‘energy efficiency” performance and "access for people with disabilibes’ to
buildings as well as other matters not principally dealing with health and
safaty,” Or Hampson said.

Or Hampson said Construction Inmovation committed to identifying
innowating ways of applying building soluticns fior people with 8 disability
with dignity, as well as Improving access and safeby for all persons inan
ir'l':ll.-rﬁ'i__‘.t"& design approach and this i an exciting development in that
respect.

Contact http: //www .construction-innovation.infof
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