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New web service helps promote green buildings
Wadnasday, 14 Decernbear 2005

& NEW free web-based information portal will soon be able to
provide resources and information to Australian businesses abouwt
the process of constructing, inhabiting and managing commaearcial
buildings in a green and sustainabla way.

The initiative, to be headed by the Copparative Resaarch Centre for Conatruction
Innowation, was Founded by the Federal Government's Australian Greenhousse
Cffice and the Australian Sustainable Built Ervirenmant Coungil,

Tha program, aimead at commersial proparty builders, designers, ownars and
managers, was proposed after an industry-wide survey and workshop with somea
of Australia’s sustainability experts.

CRC for Construction Innovation chiel executive Dr Keith Hampsaon said the
gurvey exposed a nead for comman definitions, messurements and caloulation
skandards in the sustainability field, as well 25 real-life examples of businesses
improving sustainability far investors, tenants, developers or regulators.

"This recegnition of tha how drivers differ between stakaholdars is key o the
switass of the project and will ba supported by case studies showing how
sustainable methodologies have been implermentad in existing bulldings,”
Hampson said.

The Your Building initiative will fzllow the earlier Australian Greenhouse Office
project Your Hame, which provided infermation and justification for sustainable
building in the residential sector.,

"Tha Your Building program is nat just focused on meducing greenhouse gasas ar
watar usa, it will alss describa why and how producing a sustainable commercial
building can help build a sustainable businass, raduce nsks to staff health and
increase profitabllity,” Hampson said,

The group said Your Bullding would provide technical advice regarding
sustainable approaches to design, financing, construction and opearation of
carmmercial buildings, links to up-to-date web resources and current industry
research.

The prograrm is still in its Formative stages with calls for authars and contributors
to be made in early 2006,



