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By MARY ALEXANDER

DWYER Bauilding Services
has been highlighted as one
of Australis's mast
innwrrative contractors by a
national resenreh centre.

The Co-operative Ressarch
Centre (CRC) for Conatrwe-
tion Innovation, based at the
Gueenslond University of
Technolapy, resenrchad tha
lemrning behavioars of 20
Asstralisn sontractors ns
part of a praject. titled
BHITE,

DBS was named last year
fior its inmarvation in salety
with the Chatesu Hidesu
development af four modern
trwnbouses in Kielh Drmve,
Warrnamisom.

Thet disabile-storey buildings
have been constructed on &
large block in the growing
residentinl ares,

Tight timelframes, restric-
ksl mite spaee and th noeed
to himat occupsational health
and safety risks led [¥ES to
devise a constrection plan
that incheded partial pre-
[brication of the buildings

The upper storey of each
townhonse was built on the
prounsd and then lifted into
place using m crane. Each
miodule included steel and
timher finor framing, braoed
wall framses, B trussed roof
and Calorbond steel roal

The pricess eliminated the
need for tradespeople to
worlt am the second-storey
roadlines, so heavy full-
height scalfolding was not
resqaires] amed consbruction
tizme wos reduced by Tfour
weEks.

Extra-strength bracing,
reqpuired for the erane-1if,
also repted & structurally:
stranger budlding better able
to withetand extreme
vt bhyer.

[}HS manager John Dwyer
s one of teo Avstralian
bngilders selected (o speak at
ressarch EymMposIums n
Brishane and Melboume this
manth and prisent 4 chde-
study on the townhouses,

—

Drvyer Building Services used ingeative technigues for the Chateau Rideau development on Kielli Drive,

The symposiarmns, arginsed]
by the CRL, will concentrate
an safety and innevation in
mnstrection, “It's just fun-
tastie,” Mr Deryer said this
week, “You wark your heart
oul, amd b0 @et sowme Feog-
mitinn 18 just great.” The
CRC invitation had proved
the company was “doing’
samething cutside the
squam”, ha said.

D Karen Manley. of the
university’s school of urban
development and leader of
the BRITE project, said cli-
enta valued firms with a
history in innovatian. “If a
vonslruction contractor can
suggest an idea that
improves quality or offers
cost snvings, it helps them
gain an innovative repu-
tation which is increasingly
recognised &8 part of baoet
practioe,” Dr Manbey said.

Benefits that Aowed from
inmvating, of adopting other
company s product or process
innerrations, had significant
afferts on the sconomy, she
eaiid,

“If Australin’s small and
medinm-sized enterprises in
the construction sector —
which make up S0 per cent
af the indusiry — raised
thedr productivity by as little
as five por cent, it would
have an emormEas impact on
industry productivity.” Dy
Mumiley explainsd,

“Becauase the conatroction
industry has strong con-
nectzons with other
industries, it has an impRct
on GOP that is much greater
than that which can bhe
offered by most other indus-
tries for the snme
improvement in productivity.
Inrovation is the drver.”
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