Escontial construction induwstry news

Hockey launches new safety guide for builders

‘Weadnesday, 12 Saptambar 2007

THE Australian construction industry is working to address the
unacceptably high death and injury rates of workers on Australian
building sites through the launch of the Guide to Best Practice for
Safer Construction in Canberra today.

The guide is being launched by federal Ministar far
Employment and Warkplace Relations Joe Hockey and
forms part of the Safer Construction Projedt,
commissioned by Engineers Australia, to halp prevent
further fatalities and Injuries during construction
proCesses,

The Guide to Best Practica for Safer Construction s
designed to integrate occupational health and safety Into
stratagic decision making by owners, dients, designers
and constructors in arder bo reduce workplace injurias
weithin bhe industry,

On average, one woarker a week dies on construction
sites im Australia and many more are seriously imjured.

Engineers Australia Taskforce on Construction Safety chalrman Bill wWild, also
chief gperating officer of Leighton Holdings, said all industry stakeholders
consider this rate, which is nearly three times the all-industry average, to he
unacceptable,

“The zuide to Best Practice for Safer Construction has bean developed following
significant industry input and collaboration, and a detailed review of practical
Augbralian and intermational best practice initiabives,” Be Said,

*It suggests a framework aimad at improving safety performance on
construction projects and covers all stages of & project: planning, design,
construction and post-construction,”

The guide outlines six best practice principles to manage DH&S within project
processes,

These principles aim to establish a foundation for the collaboration of
stakeholders - dient, designer and constructar - who can all impact on OHES
perfarmance,

To Introduce the gulde to industry, a seres of warkshops will be held in Sydney,
Melbaurne, Brisbane and Perth during September and October,

The Cooperative Research Centre for Construction Innovation prowvided the
industry research l2adership in coordinating and funding the project.

The construction industry was encouraged to have its say on tha new guide
during a threa-month consultation process,

Vigit Safer Construction Waorkshaops Far mare inforrmation,




