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Rudd To Fastrack S600 Million On
Small Infrastructure Projects

hs part of the strategy o encourage economic
actvity and oftset the global financial cnsis the
Rudd Government has recently announced the
fast-tracking of up to $600 millicn in funding
on small infrastructure projects such as local
roads and bridges. A new regional and local
community infrastructure fund will replace the
previous Government's controversial Regional

Partnerships program.

The fund will bankroll local councils to deliver
simall projects with shore lead mmes as part of
an overall plan to keep the economy moving
and safeguard commuminies from potential job
losses and reduced prowth stemming from the
global capital and stock markets crisis.

Orginally sneended o be a pare of nese year's
Federal budget, economic urgency suggests it
could be announced lare this year with couneals
throughout the countey lobbying for up 1o $1

billion in financial support.

Farlier this year the Government committed
to fast-tracking the work of Infrastructure
Ausgtralia, handing out bilhons of dollars in
majer infrastructure works feom the Boilding
Australia Fund, at the same nime adding thar
the seale of the projeces mvolved means it waill
still mke vime For the money to start Qowing
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governments were well prepared to ger started
on the backlog of public works projects almost

inimediately, noting:

“We have got the plans, we have got the
designg, we know the prionties, In many cases,
this 15 spending we have had to continually
deter, so this money could e the ground very,

very quickly,

Y parhiamentary committes has been asked to

take evidence from local community groups
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highlighting open and consistent processes,

b\ the Guidelines will assise pracrtioners o work

= wepether in developing shared “virmual building

hef and infrastrucrure” projects. In addinon,

My they will enable documentation of sutable

" information technology platforms that allow

n for online collaboration between design and
construct project team members,

N

ey Accompanying the Guidelnes will be a

Bl published compilation of case studies about

P lessons learnt in smplementing BIM in

i Auvstralian bulding projects thar will also serve
to inform future developments in this area.
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For those of you not already tamiliar with the
CRC for Construchon Innovaton, we lead
collaborative research and implementanon for
the property, design, construcnon and facilines
management ndustry, Since 2000, we have been
delivering internaricnally recogmised outcomes
for our growing number of partners across
Australia and For Auvstralan mduseey s

construchon-innovation.anfo

David Kelly

¢l o from e B

With pre-fabricared products, skilled workers
are brought on site for specific tasks which are

achieved proficiently.

Also of particular significance for emerging
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