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THECooperativeResearchCentre (CRC)for

Construction Innovation has movedAustralia a step

closer to achieving a greenerfuture with the
initiative that formed the Australian Sustainable

Built Environment Council (ASBEC).This national

venture brings together keygreenplayers from
across Australia to collaborate for moreunified

national guidelines for sustainable development in

the propertyand construction industry.

ConstructionInnovationis representedwithin ASBECby

the Chairof the GoverningBoard,JohnMcCarthy,whois

alsoChairof the Council,and DrPeterNewton,Program

Directorof ConstructionInnovationsResearchProgram

intoSustainableBuilt Assets.ASBEChasa solidcoreof

morethan 20 peakassociationscommittedto a

sustainablebuilt environmentinAustralia.

Fromthe spectrumof issuesconsideredrelevantto

deliveringa sustainable built environment,16 priority

topics wereidentified bythe Council.Theseincluded:

a national sustainability framework,a regulatory

framework,a national vision for sustainable building,

best practice rating tools and processes,harmonising

of sustainability rating systemsand processes,

businesscasefor greenbuildings, incentivesfor

greenbuilding and sustainability performance
standardsand benchmarks.TheCRCsubmitted its

moredetailed findings aboutthesetopics to the

Houseof RepresentativesStanding Committeefor the

inquiry into SustainableCities 2025.

ASBEC'sSeptembermeeting will be an independently

facilitated workshopto developthe elements of a

national framework for sustainability in the built

environment,and determine the Council's scopein

relation to the 16 priorities. This will enable the

Council to maximise its efforts in improving

attitudes and practices in building-related

sustainability. I lookforward to bringing youfurther

updates on ASBECactivities and initiatives and

trust their leadershipwill have long-term

ramifications for making real progress in

sustainable developmentin this country.

Forfurther membership information, contact

GraemeTaylor,ASBECExecutiveDirector, by phone

on 02 61612536, mobile 0439 956 691, or email:

gtaylor@policyperspectives.com.au.
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